
 
 

Clair Obscur: Expedition 33 wins 2025 Game of the Year from NAVGTR® 
 

Death Stranding 2, DOOM: The Dark Ages, and Dispatch also lead wins 
 
 
Baltimore (March 11, 2026) / NAVGTR CORP. – The National Academy of Video Game Trade 
Reviewers®, a 501(c)(3) non-profit media organization of 547 media voters and 15,180 
subscribers, has announced winners for its twenty-fifth annual awards program honoring video 
game design and programming.   
 
Developers to win this year include Hideo Kojima, Tonda Ros, Michel Nohra, Jason Connell, 
Hugo Martin, Guillaume Broche, and Evan Eubanks.  The NAVGTR® Awards honor work in 50 
competitive categories recognizing achievement in animation, art, character design, controls, 
game design, engineering, musical score, sound effects, writing, and more. Since its inception, 
the academy has nominated over 7,545 talented individuals and awarded 1,278 winners. 
 
Game of the Year nominees won multiple awards.  Blue Prince won for Game Design (New IP) 
and Puzzle Game.  Split Fiction won for Camera Direction and Control Design (3D).  Hollow 
Knight: Silksong won for Franchise Family Game.  Death Stranding 2: On the Beach won for 
Art Direction (Contemporary), Direction in a Game Cinema, Graphics (Technical), Dramatic 
Score (Franchise), Performance in a Drama (Lead), Song, and Sound Editing.  Clair Obscur: 
Expedition 33 won for Animation (Technical), Costume Design, Original Role Playing, Dramatic 
Score (New IP), Performance in a Drama (Supporting), Use of Sound (New IP), Writing in a 
Drama, and Game of the Year.  The total of 8 awards was the highest for the year.   
 
Original properties that won awards include South of Midnight, Keeper, Split Fiction, Blue 
Prince, ARC Raiders, Dispatch, Ball x Pit, Skate Story, Bye Sweet Carole, and Clair Obscur: 
Expedition 33.  Together, original properties won 46% or nearly half of all awards.   
 
Sandfall won the most awards as developer, followed closely by Kojima Productions.  Sony 
Interactive Entertainment won the most awards as publisher, followed closely by Smilegate and 
Kepler Interactive.   
 
Last year, with his fourth career win, Troy Baker (Indiana Jones) broke his tie with Laura Bailey 
as NAVGTR’s most awarded voice performer.  This year, all winning performers were first-time 
NAVGTR Award winners:  Aaron Paul, Matthew Mercer, Norman Reedus, and Ben Starr.   
 
Number of Awards Won per Game 

08 Clair Obscur: Expedition 33 
07 Death Stranding 2: On the Beach 
04 DOOM: The Dark Ages 
04 Dispatch 
02 Split Fiction 



02 South of Midnight 
02 Ninja Gaiden: Ragebound 
02 Hades 2 
02 Ghost of Yōtei  
02 Blue Prince 
 
Number of Awards Won per Development Studio 

08 Sandfall 
07 Kojima Productions 
04 id Software 
04 AdHoc Studio 
02 The Game Kitchen 
02 Supergiant Games 
02 Sucker Punch 
02 Hazelight 
02 Dogubomb 
02 Compulsion Games 
 
Number of Awards Won per Publisher 

09 Sony Interactive Entertainment 
08 Smilegate 
08 Kepler Interactive 
04 Bethesda Softworks 
04 AdHoc Studio 
03 Xbox Game Studios 
03 DotEmu 
02 Supergiant Games 
02 Raw Fury 
02 Nintendo 
02 Electronic Arts 
02 Devolver Digital 
 
Number of Awards Won per Individual 

02 Woodkid 
02 Tonda Ros 
02 Michel Nohra 
02 Jason Connell 
02 Hugo Martin 
02 Hideo Kojima 
02 Guillaume Broche 
02 Evan Eubanks 
 
Franchise History 

Mario Kart World brings the Mario universe to a grand total of 34 wins.   
MARVEL games have 20 wins to date. 



The Ghost of Tsushima series has 16 wins to date. 
The DOOM franchise has 14 wins to date. 
The Death Stranding series has 12 wins to date. 
 
Metroid games have 7 wins to date.   
Silent Hill games have 6 wins to date.   
Sid Meier’s Civilization games have 4 wins to date. 
The Hades franchise has 4 wins to date. 
The Dragon Quest franchise has 4 wins to date.   
The Ninja Gaiden series has 3 wins to date. 
Hollow Knight games have 2 wins to date.   
 
For a complete list of categories, nominees, and winners, please visit https://navgtr.org. Follow 
@navgtr on twitter.   
 
Key Dates for NAVGTR® Awards 
November 23, 2026 – Entries due 
January 27, 2027 – Nominations announced 
February 14, 2027 – Late deadline for engraver credits 
March 10, 2027 – Winners announced 
 
MEDIA ASSETS 
Press Kit: https://navgtr.org/press-kit/ 
All titles, characters, likenesses, and indicia are copyrights or trademarks of their respective 
owners. All rights reserved. 
 
About NAVGTR CORP. 
NAVGTR Corp.(TM) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation devoted to promoting and recognizing 
game developers. 
 
The general voting body of reviewers, journalists, analysts, content creators, and writers 
includes contributors for Destructoid, EGM Now, Game Rant, Gamers Temple, 
GamesIndustry.biz, Gamespot, IGN, Investor’s Business Daily, Kotaku, Mashable, Massively, 
MMORPG, MSNBC, Nintendo World Report, PC Gamer, Polygon, The Koalition, Ten Ton 
Hammer, Terminal Gamer, and Venture Beat. 
 
Additional varied outlets include Austin American-Statesman, Chicago Sun-Times, CNN, COIN-
OP TV, GamesRadar, Los Angeles Times, Moody’s, NBC, New York Times, NTN24, The 
Ottawa Citizen, San Jose Mercury-News, USA Today, The Vancouver Sun, Wired News, and 
hundreds more. 
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